
10 of  the Most Exciting 
Athletes You’ve Probably 

Never Heard of.  

The only prerequisite to make this list is to be a professional athlete  
not in any of  the four major American athletic  

organizations (NFL, NBA, MLB, NHL). 

Do You Know Any of  Them? 



Adebayo Akinfenwa 
Adebayo Akinfenwa is an English 
soccer player who plays for AFC 
Wimbledon in the Football League 
2. The reason he is so entertaining 
is that he is the complete opposite 
of  what you would expect from a 
striker on the pitch. He is 6’1”, 224 
lbs beast, he has the body of  a 
linebacker with the touch of  a man 
half  his size. Have you ever seen a 
man his size run at someone 
literally half  his? If  you answered 
no, I would suggest you look up his 
match against Liverpool.  



Sachin Tendulkar 
Sachin Tendulkar is a former 
Indian cricketer and captain, widely 
regarded as one of  the greatest 
cricketers ever and the greatest 
batsman ever. He is the only player 
to have scored one hundred 
international centuries, the first 
batsman to score a double 
century in a One Day International, 
holds the record for most number of  
runs in both ODI and Testcricket, 
the only player to complete more 
than 30,000 runs in international 
cricket 

 



Garrett McNamara 

Garrett ‘GMAC’ McNamara is an American professional big wave surfer and 
extreme waterman known for breaking the world record for largest wave ever 
surfed at Nazaré, Portugal, surviving a monstrous wave at Jaws, and riding tidal 
waves from calving glaciers in Alaska. 
 



Ye Shiwen 
Even after smashing the world 
record in the 400-meter individual 
medley, setting a new Olympic 
record in the 200-meter IM and 
winning Olympic gold medals in 
both events last year, I bet you still 
aren't familiar with Chinese 
swimmer Ye Shiwen. At only 19 
years old Shiwen has a bright future 
ahead of  her and for the sport. 

 



Jordan Burroughs 
While most of  us are familiar with pro wrestlers like Hulk Hogan and The 
Undertaker, maybe we should consider taking notice of  Olympic gold 
medalist Jordan Burroughs instead. After capturing three Big 12 titles, two national 
titles and the Hodge Trophy, wrestling's equivalent of  the Heisman, his senior year 
of  college at Nebraska, Burroughs has been on the national scene since 2011. All 
he did was win the 2011 World Wrestling Championships just mere months after 
turning pro and followed that up with a gold medal at last year's Olympics 
and another gold at this year's World Championships. 
 



Mansour Bahrami 
While in his younger days he was 
not known as a very successful 
player competitively. But now, the 
spry 59 year old is a feature player 
in charity matches and senior 
tournaments. Known for his 
flamboyant style while hitting trick 
shots as often as possible. When 
given a mic, a racquet and a 
handful of  balls fans flock to his 
court because they know they are 
about to be entertained. 



Paul Rabil 
Paul Rabil is a professional lacrosse 
player for the New York Lizards of  
the Major League Lacrosse. He is 
considered by most lacrosse players 
“the God of  lacrosse.” The 
athleticism and technique he shows 
on the field is unparalleled to his 
peers. When he’s playing expect to 
see a barrage of  goals from #99 and 
his teammates he assists. 



Zhang Jike 
Paul Rabil is a professional lacrosse 
player for the New York Lizards of  
the Major League Lacrosse. Of  the 
American audience he may be the 
most widely known athlete on here. 
He is considered by most lacrosse 
players “the God of  lacrosse.” The 
athleticism and technique he shows 
on the field is unparalleled to his 
peers. When he’s playing expect to 
see a barrage of  goals from #99 and 
his teammates he assists. 

Zhang Jike 
Undoubtedly, the most talented player 
to ever play the game. He has 
absolutely zero weakness. His 
backhand is best ever, his footwork is 
superb and his speed is electric. He 
probably has the most beautiful game. 
What is really amazing about him 
though is his ability to fight back. On 
numerous occasions he has come 
back from far behind and win. He 
thrives under pressure. His 
concentration only gets better as the 
situation gets worse and that's the 
reason he has amassed so may titles. 



Zhang Jike 
Paul Rabil is a professional lacrosse 
player for the New York Lizards of  
the Major League Lacrosse. Of  the 
American audience he may be the 
most widely known athlete on here. 
He is considered by most lacrosse 
players “the God of  lacrosse.” The 
athleticism and technique he shows 
on the field is unparalleled to his 
peers. When he’s playing expect to 
see a barrage of  goals from #99 and 
his teammates he assists. 

Ronaldinho 
Ronaldinho is regarded as being one of  the 
greatest and most skillful players of  his 
generation 

ESPN has described Ronaldinho as being 
"skillful by nature, his tricks are 
unparalleled and he is wonderful with the 
ball at his feet. One of  the coolest players 
in pressure situations" and a "fast, brash, 
skillful, tricky, an uninhibited playmaker" 
who provides "a mix of  goals, assists, skills 
and a large repertoire of  crafty 
moves.” The former Portugal midfield 
playmaker, Rui Costa, has said of  his 
vision and passing ability: "There are not 
many players who can offer goal scoring 
passes like he can. He is just marvelous. 
He is a rare case of  an assist man who can 
provide the ball from anywhere. 



Gael Monfils 
Gael Monfils is regarded as the most entertaining, athletic, tennis player on 
tour to date. This 29 year old Frenchman has never reached the pinnacle of  
winning a grand slam, but he certainly never fails to draw a crowd. “Ohs” and 
“awes” erupts with every point he plays. You are sure to see a flurry of  trick 
shots and remarkable point saving dives.  When he’s playing every ball is 
considered returnable, no matter how unrealistic it may seem  
 


